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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE COTONOU 296 

EO 11652: NA 
TAGS: BEXP, DM 

SUB J : MAJOR PROJECT: COTONOU AIRPORT 

REF STATE 41506 

1. EMBASSY CONTACTED ADOLPHE LAWSON. DIR OF CIVIL AVIATION FOR 
UPDATE ON SUBJECT PROJECT. HE INFOMRED US THAT PROJECT IS NOW 
MORE OR LESS IN SUSPENSE PENDING RESOLUTION OF PRESSING INTERNAL 
PROBLEMS IN DAHOMEY. SAID THAT HE DID NOT WANT TO RAISE HOPES 
OF AIRWAYS ENGINEERING AND INVITE THEM TO SUBMIT PROPOSAL 
SINCE HE DID NOT KNOW WHERE PROJECT REALLY STOOD IN RELATION TO 
OTHER PRIORITY GOVT PROJECTS. IF MR WEBB, AIRWAYS VP, 

WISHES MAKE STOPOVER INCOTONOU TO BE FULLY BRIEFED ON THE 
AIRPORT. THEN MR LAWSON WOULD BE HAPPY TO SEE HIM AND ARRANGE 
MEETINGS WITH THE PROPER AUTHORITIES. HOWEVER, LAWSON DID NOT 
SPECIFICALLY ASK THAT MR WEBB DO SO. 

2. IN ADDITION. ALWSON NOTED THAT NEW MIN OF PUBLIC WORKS, 

APT LEOPOLD AHOUEYA (IN OFFICE SINCE 21 OCT 74) DID NOT PLACE 
AS MUCH EMPHASIS ON NEW AIRPORT AS HAD HIS PREDECESSOR. IN 
ADDITION. AHOUEYA IS NOW PREOCCUPIED WITH INTERNAL POLITICAL 
PROBLEMS AND LAWSON IS UNABLE TO SEE HIM IN ORDER TO 
DISCUSS PROJECT. (WHEN BUSINESSMAN VISITED COTONOU LAST 
MONTH TO DISCUSS AIRPORT PROJECT, LAWSON CANCELLED DINNER 
WITH MIN ON GROUNDS THAT MIN DID NOT FEEL SAFE IN BEING SEE 
WITH A FOREIGN BUSINESSMAN. ) 

3. IN SHORT, EMBASSY FEELS THAT HIS PROJECT IS IN FOR AN 
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INDEFINITE DELAY, AT LEAST UNTIL THE LOCAL PLITICAL SITUATION 
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CLEARS UP AND THE MIN OF PUBLIC WORKS CAN GET BACK TO WORK 
AT HIS MINISTRY. 

ENGLE 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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